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BEING FLOWN IN BY THF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

HAITI 


5. OGATA SAID THAT 'T WAS FORTUITOUS 7RAT HER VISIT . 
COINCIDED WITH THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION TO REEXAHINF. U.S. 
POLICY TOWARDS HAITI. "UNHCfl IS READY TO COOPERATE ANO 
FACIE ITATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW POt ICES, “ SAID 
OGATA. SHE ASHED WHAT ARRANGEMENTS FOB OFF -SHORE 
PROCESSING WERE BEING CONSIDERED. RP ACTING DIRECTOR 
OAKLEY SAID THAT THE ADMINISTRATION HOPED T 0 FIND A LAND 

facility on which to conduct screening; in that case, 

TRANSFERRING HAITIANS FROM COAST GUARD SHIPS TO OTHER 
VESSELS WOULD BE A TEMPORARY MEASURE WHATEVER THE NEW 
SYSTEM, OAKLEY SAID, IT WILL BE VERY EXPENSIVE. OGATA 
SAID SHE WOULD BE NAMING AN INDIVIDUAL TO BE UNHCR'S 
-FOCAL POINT* OH HAITI ISSUES. 

g. obnley said the hew pouc* would focus first on 

REFUGEE SCREENING AND RESETTLEMENT, AND THEN ON 
PROTECTION. NINTH NOTED THAT THE UNITED STATES IS IN THE 
PROCESS OF APPROACHING OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE REGION TO 
ASK THEM IE THEY WOUI 0 BE WILLING TO ACCEPT HAITIANS, BUT 
SAID IHERE WAS GREAT REI UCTANCE OH THE PAR T Of MOST 
COUNTRIES. OGATA SA'D SHE TEAL I ZED INIS WAS A D I C F I CULT 
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SUBJECT: COUNSELOR MIRTH'S MEETING ON MAY II WITH UNHCR OGAYA 


i. BEGIN SUMMARY. DURING A HAY ID CALL ON COUNSELOR 
• I MOTH V W'RTH, UNHCR OGATA D'SCUSSEO RWANDA, HAITI AND 


BOSNIA REFUGEE ISSUES. OGATA OfFERED UNHCR' S ASSISTANCE 
TO EACH I’ATE A NEW U.S. POLICY ON HAITIAN REFUGEES, 


I' END 


SUMMARY . 
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2.. UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES lUNHCR) SADAKO 
OGATA CALI ED ON COUNSELOR TIMOTHY WIHIH ON HAY IB AND 
ATTENDED A LUNCH HOSTED BY COUNSELOR WIRT* IN HER HONOR. 
OGATA WAS ACCOMPANIED BY SOHFN JESSEN-Pf 1EBSEN ANO 
FRANCOIS FOUINAT FROM GENEVA AND NERE VAK ROOYfN FROM THE 
UNHCR WASHINGTON OFFICE. RP ACTING DIRECTOR OAKLEY. 
10/ESA OIRECTOR RALPH 8RESLER, C STAFFER LOAR AND AN RP 
HOTE1AKER O'ENNELLY) ALSO ATTENDED. 


.1. COUNSEL CR WIRTH TCLB MRS. OGATA THAT AT A TIME WHEN 
’HERE IS A LOT OF SKEPTICISM AMONG THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
ABOUT THE WORN Of THE UNITIO NAIIONS, .UNHCR STANDS AS A 
SHINING EXAMPLE Of A UN ORGANIZATION ’HAT 15 ABLE TO GET 
A JOT DONF. OGATA NOTE D THA’ UNHCR. I I g) 

| IS A ‘00180 ORGANIZATION," but 
’HE public needs to have a BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT 
1 F IS THA’ UNHCR DOES. 


TASK. ANO THAT IKE UNITED STATES HAD HAO ONLY UNITED 
SUCCESS IN L3PI. 'JMHCR APPRECIATED, HOWEYER, THE 
RE INVIGORATED EFFORT OF THE USG IN THIS REGARD. OAKLEY 
SAID THAT THE UNITED STATES HOPED THAT THERE COULD BE TWO 
OR THREE PROCESSING CENTERS 1M THE REGION ’0 EMPHASIZE 
THAI PROTECTION OF HAITIANS WAS A SHARED RESPONSIIII ITY 
AND THAT NO ONE COUNTRY HAD TO "GO IT ATONE.' 

7. OGATA TWO WIRTH THE GENERALIZED NATURE OF THE 

VIOLENCE IN NAITI MAKES IT DIFFICULT TO SE’ UP CRITERIA 
FOR PROCESSING REFUGEES. I I 

I I wiH’H AMD OAKLET REPLIED ’RAT 

THE PRESIDENT' S POLICY WAS 10 RETURN NON-REFUGEES. 

OAhLEY SUGGESTED THA’ IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE 10 RAVE 
UNHCR WORKING MORE ACTIVELY IN THE COUNTRY APO OGATA 
AGREED. 

8. WIRTH DISCUSSED HIE CONCERN THAT HAITIAN OUTFLOWS HAY 

INCREASE AS A RESULT OF THE INCREASED SANCtlONS. OGATA 
SAID IT WAS (UAL TO GIVE A CLEAR SIGNAL TO HAITIANS THAT 
THE UNITED STATES VOIIID NOT RESETTLE IIIDI VIOUALS VI ’INI 
EVIDENCE Of PERSECUTION. SHE DREW A f ARAL! EL WITH 
VIETNAM, WHERE SHE RECENTLY TRAVELLED. SHE SPOKE V’TH 
MANY RETURNEES WHILE SHE WAS THERE. WHO TOtD HER THAT 
THEY LEFT SEEKING A A BETTER LIFE, AND THEY CAME BACK 
BECHUSE IT WAS CLEAR TO THEM THAT THERE WAS NO CHANCE FOR 
RESETTLEMERT. I I 

I I 


BOSNIA 



4. OGATA AND WIRTH DISCUSSEO THE CURRENT SITUATION IN 
RWANDA. OGATA NOTED THAI HER ORGANIZATION WAS 
INCREASINGLY ASKED TO PROVIDE HUMANITARIAN RELIEF IN 
SITUATIONS Of COMF1 ICT, AS IS THE CASf IN BOSNIA AND 

RWANDA. SHE SAIO THAT UNHCR BELIEVES THERE ARE CURRENT! Y 
•50-200,000 RWANDAN REFUGEES IP TANZANIA, ANO 1IHHCR 
EXPECTS THE NUMBER TO CLIMB ’0 ZSD, 90(1- OGATA THANKED 
WIRTH FOR THE GENEROUS USG FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO UNHCR 
FOP THE RWAKOAH CRISIS, INCLUDING THE REtlEf SUPPLIES 


9. OGATA SAID THAT IT IS RELATIVELY EASY f OP UNHCR TO 
OPERATE IN THE CENTRA! PART OF THE COUNTRY BECAUSE OF THE 
ItUSL IH-CROAT FEOERAT'OH. SHE IS ENCOURAGED BY THE RETURN 
Of COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC ON THE HOADS IN THIS REGION UNHCR 
HAS BEEN DISCUSSING THE REHASIl ITA1I0M ISSUES ASSOCIATED 
WITH RETURN AND IS ALREADY PROVIDING SEEDS AND SPARE 

Parts, while unhcr •: willing to facilita’e repatriation 

TOR THOSE BOSNIANS WHO WISH TO RETURN, UNHCR "IS HD’ NOW 
IN H POSITION TO ORGANIZE REPATRIATION OR SAV THAT 
TEMPORARY PROTECT IOM IS NO LONGER NECESSARY." SHE SAID. 
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'HE PRIORITY, ACCORDING TO OGATA, HAS TP BE A CEASE-FIRE, 

EVEN BEFORE A POUT ICAl AGAEERCKT. 

10. UTRTH ASHED OGATA If SHE HAD ANY HOPE THAT THE 
REGION HAS BEGINNING TO OKIE' DOWN. OGATA SAID "HE Hill 
HAYf TO SEF WAT AIR STRIKES CAN PRODUCE. "I J 
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